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21 SCHOOLS:

19 –NIS Programme, 2 - IB

 18 schools Grade 7-12;

 3 school Grade 1-12; 

 1 school – fee based;

2

15 000 students
10 101 graduates

2 720 teachers
208 international teachers

18 accredited by CIS 

2 - to be accredited by the end of 2019 

A Network of 21 schools

 Centre for Educational Programmes

 Center for Pedagogical Measurements

 Center of Excellence 

 Center of Information Technologies

 NIS-Service



NIS-Programme

Core Principles:

 Values are aligned with learning objectives

 Learning outcomes in the form of a wide range of skills

 Holistic interaction with the surrounding world

 Improving students’ level of involvement in their learning, 

and inculcating a sense of personal responsibility for their 

future

 Criteria-based assessment system for & of learning 

 Trilingual education

 Second foreign language: Chinese, Korean, German, 

French

High School Model

Compulsory subjects

All students 

study 

electives at 

Advanced 

level

• Mathematics

+

• Kazakh / Russian and 

Literature (L1)

• Kazakh / Russian and 

Literature (L2)

• English

• History of Kazakhstan 

(Kazakhstan in the Modern

World)

• Global Perspectives and 

Project Work

• Physical Education

• Initial Military Preparation

Citizenship-developing subject

taught in Kazakh Integration

of History, Geography and 

Economics Emphasis 

on research skills

Strengthening global 

citizenship, critical thinking

and research skills

Natural sciences, 

Economics, GPPW 

are studied in 
English



External Assessment

GEOGRAPHY

KAZAKHSTAN IN

THE MODERN WORLD

KAZ
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LANGUAGE 
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LANGUAGE

AS-LEVEL - STANDARD LEVEL

COMPULSORYELECTIVE ELECTIVE
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BIOLOGY

PHYSICS

MATHEMATICS
COMPUTER

SCIENCE ENG

ENGLISH * 

A-LEVEL - ADVANCED LEVEL

CHEMISTRY

Core Principles:

 Providing individual support to every student from enrollment to graduation

Assessment system

COMPETITIVE 
SELECTION

identifying students with 
ability in mathematics and 
natural sciences

PERFORMANCE 
MONITORING

analysing progress to 
provide individual support

CRITERIA-BASED 
ASSESSMENT

comparing actual 
performance and 
expected outcomes

FINAL ASSESSMENT

Comparable to the 
international standards of
IGCSE, AS-Level,

A-Level, IB

* IELTS – an external compulsory exam for 12 Grade students on English language 



Average score on IELTS by school years
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Percentage of students with the С1 level on CEFR

С1 on CEFR – equivalent to 6.5 and above on IELTS

№
Intellectual Schools 

Number

Number of 

students get 

6,5 and 

above

%

1 NIS 1 125 98 77,2

2 NIS 2 79 59 74,7

3 NIS 3 244 154 63,1

4 NIS 4 68 42 61,8

5 NIS 5 201 121 60,2

6 NIS 6 76 45 59,2

7 NIS 7 85 49 57,6

8 NIS 8 118 68 57,6

9 NIS 9 71 38 53,5

10 NIS 10 88 46 52,3

11 NIS 11 133 64 48,1

12 NIS 12 94 43 45,7

13 NIS 13 78 35 44,9

14 NIS 14 75 33 44,0

15 NIS 15 57 25 43,9

16 NIS 16 103 41 39,8

17 NIS 17 109 43 39,4

18 NIS 18 87 32 36,8

19 NIS 19 115 39 33,9

20 NIS 20 158 45 28,5

Overall 2164 1120 51,7
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Distribution of students’ average scores

Number Percentage, %

 Maximum score – 8.5

 Minimum score – 4

 Average score – 6,3

 SD – 0,73
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Distribution of students’ average scores by school years

Average score by language of instruction and gender



Difference between scores

№ Intellectual school Maximum score Minimum score Difference SD

1 NIS 1 8,5 4,5 4 0,67

2 NIS 5 8 4,5 3,5 0,73

3 NIS 3 8,5 5 3,5 0,69

4 NIS 6 8 5 3 0,75

5 NIS 12 8 4,5 3,5 0,71

6 NIS 16 8 4 4 0,75

7 NIS 17 8 5 3 0,63

8 NIS 13 8 5 3 0,68

9 NIS 10 8 4 4 0,72

10 NIS 9 8 5 3 0,74

11 NIS 7 8,5 5 3,5 0,71

12 NIS 19 8 3 5 0,84

13 NIS 4 8 5 3 0,73

14 NIS 15 8 4 4 0,80

15 NIS 2 8 5 3 0,63

16 NIS 20 8 4,5 3,5 0,64

17 NIS 5 8 5 3 0,67

18 NIS 18 8 5 3 0,69

19 NIS 14 7,5 5 2,5 0,63

20 NIS 11 7,5 5 2,5 0,59

Average score 8,5 3 5,5 0,73
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Students’ results enrolled by Initial (old) and Updated (new) 
Selection system

Updated Selection system Initial Selection system Overall score

IELTS average score 6,4 6,3 6,3

English scores on 

Selection system

IELTS average score by 

reading

under 20 5,5

20-80 6,0

81-110 6,1

111-140 6,3

141-170 6,5

171-200 6,9

Correlation = 0,45

Average score on

external assessment at 

10th Grade

IELTS average 

score by reading

4 4

4 4,5

4 5

4 5,5

5 6

5 6,5

5 7

6 7,5

6 8

6 8,5
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Average score of students and teachers on IELTS
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Students and teachers results on IELTS
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Decision making at policy makers level
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Decision

Actions for improvement of teachers’ «writing» and «speaking» skills

Professional development course on «Academic

writing» for English teachers

6 week online courses for improvement of writing on the framework of IELTS

exam (40 participants)

Professional development course for English 

teachers in the school

1) With the help of international staff at NIS

2) by 8 trainers of CELTA, DELTA among NIS staff

Online training on English language

24 week course for development of «writing» and «speaking» skills including  

24 webinars, 24 group sessions, individual support, online platform, interactive

forms of tasks, final assessment with issuing certificate indicating on CEFR 

level ( 200 participants)

NIS Managing 
company 

- HR Department of NIS 
Managing company 

- Center of Excellence 

NIS schools teachersNIS schools 
students



Levels Actions

School

administration

Conducted individual meetings with each teacher taught IELTS and drew up an analysis of performance, identified 

tasks to improve results.

Organized courses for teachers on the methodology of preparing for IELTS with the participation of international

staff

Conducted early explanatory work among students and parents of 9-10 Grades on the format and rules of passing 

IELTS

Continued the system of early language immersion of newly enrolled students in the English language through a 

summer school

 Included consultation hour on English to cover grammar material in all 7-9 Grades

Organized IELTS mock exams for 11 Grade students 

Organized in-school courses for teachers of English on IELTS skills

Systematized the available textbooks for the effective preparation of students for IELTS (grades 9-12).

Compared IELTS results with monitoring of students’ achievement results in English.

Departments  Continued the system of consultation for preparing students for IELTS and SAT, tighten control over the students’ 

attendance 

 Conducted additional classes on IELTS preparation strategy for students of 11-12 Grades

 Classes with foreign teachers for improvement of speaking skill

 Improved teachers' English proficiency level to 7.0

Organized coaching sessions for newly adopted English teachers according to the methodology of preparing 

students for IELTS exam

Teachers  Engaged students in Grades 7–11 on school project “Handwriting” project to improve writing skills English language 

Formed teams from middle and high school to prepare and participate in the World Scholar Cup international project 

in order to improve speaking skills.

Organized “speaking” club with the help of a self-government committee

Organized tutorials of international teachers on the “speaking” component

Organize in-school PD trainings/workshops for English teachers on the skills of “writing” and “speaking”

Decision making at school level



Students’ External assessment results by optional subjects in 

comparison with IELTS results 
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Student’s score External assessment results in comparison with 

IELTS scores
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